
Flood your relentless Spirit through our whole being, 
sweeping away guilt and its lethargy, 
and by the saving grace of Christ Jesus, 
heal the hidden springs of our personality. 
Thank you, Holy Friend, for answering our prayers 
before we get round to asking them, 
and for doing much more than we ask or think. 
Through your Son and our Saviour; 
Amen 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
In Christ Jesus we are a radically renewed community. 
Thanks be to God! 
Old things are done away with, all things become new. 
Thanks be to God! 
We are agents of grace and reconciliation. 
Thanks be to God! 
With every step or stumble, Christ will be with us. 
Thanks be to God!  
 
CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 
PRAYER Of DEDICATION***  
God of Wisdom, we rejoice that You have provided us with 
numerous examples of generous giving.   We obediently 
share this offering in full knowledge that all of our resources 
and assets are ultimately a gift from You.  Help us to use them 
wisely and to share them generously.  We pray in the name of 
Your son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life, so we may live 
abundantly.  Amen.  (Matthew 22:15-22) 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Let us now pray together:  
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in  
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever. Amen. 

 
 
+  CLOSING HYMN   Take Up Thy Cross     UMH 415                 
+  BENEDICTION  
May we go forth as those who always abide in Christ Jesus, 
and bear good fruit as disciples of Christ. Amen.     
+  GO FORTH 
+please stand as you are able 

 
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

*written by Joanna Harader (2011) and posted on Spacious Faith. https://spaciousfaith.com/2011/02/02/wednesday-worship-pieces-3/ 
(inspired by John 15:1-8) 

**written by Bruce Prewer, and posted on Bruce Prewer’s Home Page. http://www.bruceprewer.com/  

***Copyright © 2020 David S. Bell.  Reprinted with permission from www.DavidSBell.org  

 
 

Note:  During this time of health precautions, the Communion liturgy will be 
a part of each week’s early service, and the blessed Communion elements 

are to be taken home with you to partake after the service.   
A liturgy card is also provided. 

 
 

Did you know?  At home, you can listen to the recorded hymns for the 
month on your PC or electronic device at hoperidge.com/services,  

then click the “October Hymns” button.  The early service bulletin is also 
available to view on that page, just click the “Bulletin” button. 

 
 

 
NOTES:  

October 18, 2020, 8:45 AM Worship in the Chapel 

 
PRELUDE            Nancy Cline, pianist 
GREETING            Rev. Beth Wilterdink 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ. 
We come because we seek to abide in Christ. 
The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit. 
We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, produc-
tive. 
If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us. 
We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. 
We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God:  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. 
May we grow wildly as God tends us lovingly.  
 
+  OPENING HYMN Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus       UMH 514      
 
UNISON PRAYER*                             
God of the Vine, we pray today that we would grow in 
You.  Growth upward to soak up Your light and warmth.  Growth 
downward being rooted and grounded in Your love.  Growth out-
ward brining sustenance and bearing fruit.  Lord, may we grow in 
You.  Amen.  
 
COMMUNITY PRAYERS 

 
SCRIPTURES      
John 8:12 (NRSV)  8:12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but 
will have the light of life.” 
John 15:5-8 (NRSV) 
15: 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and 
I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do noth-
ing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for what-
ever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become[a]my disciples. 
 
MESSAGE  Re-igniting the Connection 

 Rev. Beth Wilterdink  
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION**  
We come to God, not to justify ourselves but to repent and trust the 
saving grace of Christ Jesus. 
Let us pray. 
Look upon us, loving Saviour, sift our thoughts 
and assess our feelings. 
Deal firmly with those things that have inhibited our love 
and diverted our energies. 
Loving God, whatever you see 
as self-righteous, censure, 
as twisted, straighten, 
as heartless, soften, 
as fruitless, prune, 
as infected, cleanse. 

Welcome to Hope Ridge United Methodist Church 
where our mission is to make and mature disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

WELCOME: “We welcome others into a relationship... 

WORSHIP:  so that they can worship God, ... 

NURTURE: be nurtured by the Holy Spirit and one another... SEND:  and be sent out to serve others in Christ’s name.” 

http://www.davidsbell.org/

