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Happy Autumn! 

We have officially turned the page on our seasons!  It is heartwarming to watch the children explore the 
changes in the world around us as the days become shorter, the leaves more colorful, and the air more 
crisp!  As we enter October, the students traditionally become more comfortable with the classroom 
routines, teachers, and peers.  I truly enjoy observing the children begin to take ownership of the school as 
one of their “safe spaces”, particularly as I watch them enter with increasing confidence and familiarity.  
This month, in addition to venturing through various Creative Curriculum themes, the school will be 
treated to a fun “Fire Safety” presentation from the Concord Fire Department.  If we are lucky, there may 
even be some sirens and lights demonstrated! The Cleveland Sight Center will provide free vision 
screenings for all students.  HR Preschool will be partnering with Jon Wilterdink and Thrivent Financial 
on a Generosity Action Project which will run through November (more details to come).  Finally, as the 
month comes to a close, we get to celebrate Halloween with our annual parade and classroom parties!  

Please be aware that as long as the weather cooperates, we will head outside to the playground for our 
large motor time.  As the air begins to chill, it is helpful if students have a jacket to put on as an extra 
layer against the cooler air.  I appreciate your reminders to the children regarding “walking feet” during 
arrival and dismissal.  They have been doing a fantastic job of this!  Please remember, the front circle is a 
fire lane and therefore must remain free of parked vehicles. Looking for updates? Visit our Facebook page 
for current information, events and photos! You can also find us on the web at www.hoperidge.com. 

I hope that your family’s transition into the 2018-2019 school year has been an enjoyable experience!  As 
always, I have been so impressed by the students’ enthusiasm and gravitation towards the preschool 
environment. Though some separation tears may be witnessed at the start of the class, please rest assured 
that the majority of the time the students quickly choose to engage in a classroom activity and the 
teachers work very hard to ease any anxiety.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to contact us!   

Looking Ahead:   
 10/12    No School, NEOEA Day 
 10/17&18 Vision Screening 
 10/25&26 Class Photos 
 10/28  Trunk or Treat 3-5 
 10/30&31 Halloween Parties !
Best wishes, 

Samantha Meunier, Director                                                                                                                 
(Over) 



Hope Ridge UMC Upcoming Events 
PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN are invited to attend the once-a month DVD and discussion “Value-
packed Parenting,” coming up on Thursday, Oct 11 from 9:15-10:30am in the Conference Room, 
facilitated by Melissa Hopper. The next topic will be “How to listen so kids will talk and talk so kids will 
listen.” Other sessions will continue on the second Thursday of each month.  Sign up on the table 
outside of the music room! !
REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR HOPE RIDGE UPWARD BASKETBALL for boys and girls in Kindergarten (age 
5) and 1st. Cost is $90. First practice is the week of Jan 5, 2019; games played Saturdays Jan 19 thru 
Mar 9. Register at https://registration.upward.org/UPW67206/start !
MARRIAGE RETREAT DAY at Camp Asbury, Hiram, will be held Sat, Oct 13, 9-4pm. This is a day to 
reconnect with your spouse and spend a day away together. The morning will include a time of 
fellowship, fun, and discussion. We will walk over to lunch through the trees and beautiful fall leaves. 
Then spend the afternoon on the challenge course (depending on ability, we will do high or low ropes). 
Please register online HopeRidge.com/event/. !
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY, the 9-week Dave Ramsey course to help you take control of your 
finances and live debt-free, begins Monday, Oct 8 at 7pm in the Conference Room. Sign up at FPU.com/
1074462! !
TRUNK OR TREAT fall fun for little ones will be held Sun, Oct 28, from 3-5pm. If you can volunteer to 
decorate and attend your trunk, or help with setup, activities, or clean up inside, stop in the preschool 
office! !

Like us at www.facebook.com/HopeRidgeUMC 
!

!  

 

POPS News 
Thank you to everyone who signed up to be a room parent. We are still looking for :  Knoop 
T/Th 3's, Newby Young 3's, Shaver T/Th AM, Dalton MWF 4's. If you or anyone you know 
is interested, please email us atpopshoperidge@gmail.com or talk to Anne or Anna. Thank 
you in advance for your time!! Next Play-doh making is 10/4 @ 10am in the church kitchen. 
Our next POPS’ meetings are Tuesday 10/9 at 9am and Wednesday 10/10 at 12pm. We have 
put out our candy box for Halloween candy donations, which is located in front of the office. 
Trunk or Treat is 10/28 from 3pm-5pm in the Hope RIdge parking lot. Our upcoming 
Chipotle fundraiser is on 10/16 from 4pm-8pm at Mentor Ave.  The Bake Square pie card 

https://registration.upward.org/UPW67206/start
mailto:popshoperidge@gmail.com


fundraiser starts 10/22. Thank you everyone who attended Patterson's field trip, we had a 
great turn out and an amazing time!  

Preschoolers Are Natural 
Mathematicians 

� !!HomeOur Work / For Families / Articles for Families on Math / Preschoolers Are Natural Mathematicians!

Preschoolers aren’t yet ready to memorize multiplication tables, but that 
doesn’t mean they cannot learn and explore math concepts they will use 
when they move on to primary school. Try these ideas at home to help your 
preschooler explore math. !
Offer containers filled with small treasures. Think of lids, buttons, shells, 
beads, pieces of ribbon, pinecones, acorns, and similar items as the tools 
of math learning. Preschoolers will naturally sort them by size, color, and 
shape; they will count and compare collections; and they will talk about 
what they are doing and why—especially if a grown-up joins in. I saw you 
examine each button before placing some of them in the blue bowl. What 
were you looking at?!
Talk about math. Include math talk when cooking, playing at the park, and 
at bedtime. Our family has five people eating dinner. How many ears of 
corn should we shuck? How many times do you want me to push you in the 
swing? We can read three books together before turning out the light. You 
can choose three books from the shelf. !

https://www.naeyc.org/
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/for-families
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/math


Measure things. Preschoolers enjoy using measuring tools, like rulers and 
tape measures, and creative items, like shoes and plastic chains. Ask 
questions that invite your child to measure something. How wide is your 
bed? How tall is our dog? How many shoes long is the carpet?!
Build together. Make buildings from wooden blocks, Legos, a collection of 
recycled items, or shoe boxes with the tops taped shut. Try masking tape to 
hold the structures together. Talk about shapes, sizes, widths, and heights 
as you build. Then get out the tools and take some measurements. How 
did you make the building so high? How wide is the bottom of the 
structure?!

� !

Source: Adapted from the Message in a Backpack, Teaching Young 
Children 8 (1): 23! !


